Attachment A

Met hodol ogy for Cal cul ati ng the Funded SOQ Instructional Positions
for the 2000-2002 Bi enni um

Step 1 — Determ ning the Nunber of “Base Year Positions”

The first step in the Standards of Quality (SOQ funding

nmet hodol ogy is to determ ne the required nunber of instructional
positions for each school division for the base year, fiscal year
1999. Using actual fiscal year 1999 student enrollnent, the
nunber of required instructional positions for fiscal year 1999 is
cal cul ated using the SOQ and Standards of Accreditation (SQOA)
staffing standards that becane effective on July 1, 2000:

Basic Aid Positions

The required Basic Aid positions for the base year (fiscal
year 1999) are cal culated using fiscal year 1999 Fall

Menber ship and the SOQ and SQA staffing requirenents |isted
on the attached chart (see Attachnent B). |In addition, this
nmet hodol ogy cal cul ates a m ninumof 7.6 teachers for each
secondary school with grades 9 through 12 and 8.6 teachers
for secondary schools with grades 8 through 12 to ensure that
sufficient positions are provided to neet the m ni num course
requirenents of the SOA. These m ni mum course requiremnments
are 38 courses for secondary schools with grades 9 through 12
and 43 courses for secondary schools with grades 8 through
12. The required positions are cal cul ated by grade for each
school and then consolidated at the division |evel.

Speci al Educati on Positions

The required nunber of special education elenmentary and
secondary teachers for fiscal year 1999 is cal cul ated using

t he maxi num speci al education class size allowed for each
disability category according to special education

regul ations. The positions are cal cul ated using the Decenber
1, 1998, Special Education Child Count. The required
instructional positions are calculated for each school and

t hen consolidated at the division |evel.
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Vocati onal Education Positions

The requi red nunber of vocational education teachers for
fiscal year 1999 is cal cul ated using the actual nunber of
students enrolled in vocational education classes in fisca
year 1999 (data obtained fromdivision VERS 1 reports) and
t he maxi num cl ass sizes all owed according to the vocati ona
education regul ations. The required nunber of vocati onal
education teachers for vocational technical centers is also
cal cul ated. The positions cal culated for vocati onal
technical centers are prorated back to participating school
di vi sions based on the percent of service data reported on
t he Annual School Report.

Remedi al Educati on Positions

The required nunber of remedi al education teachers for fisca
year 1999 is cal cul ated based on a ratio of nine teachers per
1,000 remedi al students. The nunber of elenentary, mddle,
and secondary renedi al students is projected for each

di vi sion based on a three-year average percentage of students
scoring in the bottomquartile on the spring 1996, spring
1997, and fall 1998 VSAP standardi zed tests. The resulting
el ementary school percentage is used to project the nunber of
renedi al students in grades K through 5. The resulting

m ddl e school percentage is used to project the nunber of
remedi al students in grades 6 through 8. The resulting high
school percentage is used to project the nunber of renedi al
students in grades 9 through 12.

G fted Positions

The required nunber of gifted education teachers for fiscal
year 1999 is calculated using a ratio of one teacher per
1,000 students.

Step 2 — Determ ning the Nunber of “Cal cul ated Positions”

The nunber of instructional positions for the base year (fiscal
year 1999) is converted to the nunber of cal culated instructional
positions for fiscal years 2001 and 2002 based on the projected
change in student enrollnent fromfiscal year 1999 to fiscal years
2001 and 2002.
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Step 3 — Conparing the Nunber of “Cal cul ated Positions” to the
M ni mrum Requi renents for “Funded Positions”

The nunber of cal cul ated positions for fiscal years 2001 and 2002
is conpared to the follow ng position floors, which serve to
generate a m ni mum nunber of funded positions for fiscal years
2001 and 2002:

a. the Basic Aid position floor of 51 positions per 1,000

st udent s;

b. the add-on position floor of six special education and

vocati onal education positions per 1,000 students; and,

c. the total position floor of 57 Basic Aid and add-on

positions per 1,000 students.

This step in the process ensures that the nunber of instructional
posi tions funded for each school division in the 2000-2002
bienniumw || be equal to or greater than the nunber of

i nstructional positions that woul d have been funded under the
former SOQ fundi ng nmet hodol ogy (i.e., 57 positions per 1,000
students).

Step 4 — Determ ning the Nunber of “Funded Positions”

As a result of the methodol ogy described in step 3 above,
positions are either transferred or increased in order to neet the
Basic Aild and add-on position floors. For exanple, if the nunber
of cal culated Basic A d positions for 2000-2002 does not neet the
51 per 1,000 student Basic Aid floor but the nunber of add-on
positions exceeds the add-on floor of six positions per 1,000
students, then the avail abl e add-on positions are transferred to
the Basic Aid positions to neet the Basic Aid floor. |If there are
not enough avail abl e add-on positions to cover the Basic Ad
position deficit, then positions are added to the cal cul ated Basic
Aid positions to neet the Basic Aid floor. |If the nunber of

cal cul at ed add-on positions is | ess than the nunber cal cul ated
using the six per 1,000 student add-on floor, positions are added
to neet the add-on fl oor.

Step 5 — Determning the SOQ Per Pupil Anounts

The nunber of funded SOQ instructional positions resulting from
step four represents the nunber of positions on which a portion of
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the SOQ Basic A d per pupil anobunts for fiscal years 2001 and 2002
are based. The bal ance of the Basic Aid per pupil anmount is
determ ned by the cal cul ated support costs. |In the case of

gifted, renedial, vocational, and special education, the funded
positions al one determ ne the SOQ per pupil anounts.



